FOREWORD
This hook is a study of Ramsay MacDonald purely as a
politician, not of MacDonald the man.
It is not the intention of the author to write a biography.
It is not yet the time for that. It is, therefore,, not the purpose
of the writer to paint a complete picture. To do so would be
to deal with the private and personal side of MacDonald's
life, which is quite outside his aim and purpose. This book,
therefore, takes no account of MacDonald's private life and
refers only to events., incidents, and episodes which arose in his
relations to the public, and deals with his character only so
far as it is reflected in his political conduct. In so far as
MacDonald was typical,, this book is a study in political
leadership.
It is particularly concerned with the period 1929 onwards,
and with the history of the setting up of the 'National'
Government.
From August 1931, reaching a climax at the General Elec-
tion, there was u campaign of slander and abuse against the
Labour Party* Those members of the Labour Cabinet who had
resigned were denounced as cowards who were afraid to do
their duty, as traitors who betrayed their trust, as shirkers who
funked an unpopular task. They were constantly taunted in
the House of Commons as * The-Mcn-Who-Ran-Away,* On
the other hand, those who joined the * National * Government
were applauded for their courage, patriotism, and self-
sacrifice. Mr. MacDonald was acclaimed as a hero who saved
the country from ruin ; Mr, Henderson was reviled as a
recreant who let the country clown, Mr. William Graham was
disparaged as one who put himself first; Mr* J. H. Thomas
was applauded because, as he said himself, he unselfishly put
his country first
I felt that In view of this slander on the integrity of the Labour
Party I should record my version of what actually took place
xvii